
Civics Study Guide 
Citizenship, Government, & Diversity 

 

Test Date:  ___________ 
Key Vocabulary: 

 

• honest:  when someone tells the truth and does not lie 

• trustworthy:  when someone can be counted on and does what they are supposed 

to do 

• self-reliant:  when someone does things to help take care of themselves without 

relying on others to do it for them 

• self-disciplined:  when someone behaves and does what they are supposed to do 

without being asked 

• right:  something you are entitled to, or deserve, as a citizen of your community or 
country 

• responsibility: a duty, or something you are expected to do 

• diversity:  the differences between people (such as age, religion, and race) 

• ethnic origin:  a person’s race, birthplace, religion, language, or culture 

• rules: guidelines for how people should act or behave 

• laws: important rules written and carried out by government 

• community: A place where people live, work, and play 

• government: A group of people that makes laws, carries out laws, and decides if 
laws have been broken 

• republican form of government:  a representative democracy 
 

Citizenship (SOL 3.11) 
 

Citizens in a community have certain rights and responsibilities.  For example, you 
have the right to attend school and to get an education.  You also have the right to 
practice your religion.  Citizens also have responsibilities, or duties. 
 

Responsibilities of a good citizen include: 
 

• Respecting and protecting the rights and property of 
others 

• Taking part in the voting process  

• Working to improve our communities 

• Practicing honesty and trustworthiness 

• Demonstrating self-reliance and self-discipline 



Government (SOL 3.12) 
 

The United States has a republican form of government.  A republican form of 

government is a representative democracy where we elect people to speak for us in 

the making of laws.   
 

• The purposes of rules & laws are to: 

o keep us safe 

o maintain order 

o protect our rights & property 

• The government is a group of people who 

o Make laws 

o Carry out laws 

o Decide if laws have been broken 

• Governments are necessary because they  

o Make laws 

o Protect our rights & property 

• The Constitution is the document that forms our government and protects our 

rights 
 

The people who live in communities have needs such as safety, education, 

transportation, and recreation. Community governments help meet these needs by 

providing services.  The money to pay for these services is collected through taxes.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Governments exist at the local (community), state (Virginia), and national (United 

States) levels. 

o A mayor is a leader of a local community.  Voters might also select a group of 

people, called a city council, to make laws and rules for the community.   

o The governor is the leader of a state.   

o The President is the leader of our nation. 

Safety 
Police and fire departments 

Education 
Schools and libraries 

Transportation 
Fix and build roads 

Provide buses and subways 
 Create and maintain bike paths  

Recreation 
Parks, pools, senior centers, and 

sports leagues 

SERVICES 



Diversity & Ways to Serve (SOL 3.13) 
 
 

Americans are people of diverse (or different) ethnic origins, customs, and traditions.   

An ethnic group is a group of people who have a common race, birthplace, religion, 
language, or culture.  As people from different places around the world came to live 
in America, they brought their traditions and cultures with them.  This diversity allows 
Americans to learn more about other cultures while sharing and enjoying our 
differences.   
 

Benefits of diversity include: 

• food,  

• clothing, and  

• music 

 

What unites us as citizens? 

Our American government is based on the basic principles that all men are created 

equally and that we have certain unalienable rights (rights that we are born with that 

cannot be taken away).   

 

The people of our country are united by these basic American principles: 

• the right to life,  

• the right to liberty,  

• the pursuit of happiness, and  

• equality under the law. 

 
 

Some ways people can serve their community, 
state and nation include: 

• Being a volunteer 

• Getting involved in community projects 

• Serving as a government official 

• Joining the military 

• Voting in elections 

 

 


